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Atom Smasher will help reveal 'the beginning’

GENEVA — The world's largest atom smasher threw
together minuscule particles racing at unheard of
speeds in conditions simulating those just after the
Big Bang — a success that kick-started a
megabillion-dollar experiment that could one day
explain how the universe began.

"This is a Genesis machine. It'll help to recreate the
most glorious event in the history of the universe."

Tuesday's smashup transforms the 15-year-old collider
from an engineering project in test phase to the
world's largest ongoing experiment, experts say.

The crash that occurred on a subatomic scale is more
about shaping our understanding of how the universe
was created than immediate improvements to
technology in our daily lives.




