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South Korea suspends underwater search
operation

BAENGNYEONG ISLAND, South Korea — Stormy conditions forced the military to suspend the
search for 46 sailors missing since a mysterious blast blew apart their navy ship last week,
officials said Wednesday, a day after a diver died during the rescue mission.

Divers managed to get down to the section where sailors are believed trapped but heard no signs
of life inside, the Joint Chiefs of Staff said. The sailors' families gathered at a naval base south
of Seoul cried and yelled as they demanded that authorities step up the search operation.

An explosion ripped the 1,200-ton ship apart Friday night during a routine patrol, officials said.
Fifty-eight crew members, including the captain, were rescued. Military officials say the exact
cause of the explosion remains unclear, and U.S. and South Korean officials say there is no
evidence of North Korean involvement.



